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Preface

Masakazu Aono
MANA Director-General

The International Center for Materials Nanoarchitectonics (MANA) was one of five

institutions selected for the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology

(MEXT)-sponsored World Premier International (WPI) Research Center Initiative. It was

launched in October 2007 under the direction of the National Institute for Materials Science

(NIMS). The project concept for MANA aims to build a highly visible, world-class

nanotechnology materials research center that attracts top researchers from around the world

and that the world’s best researchers want to visit and be a part of. To achieve this, MANA

promotes challenging, cutting-edge fundamental nanotechnology research by utilizing the

skills of its multinational, independent researchers. It contributes to the creation of innovation

and the development of science and technology through the invention and discovery of new

materials and devices. MANA research is grouped into the four research fields: Nano-

Materials, Nano-System, Nano-Green and Nano-Bio.

The part Research Digest of the MANA Progress Report 2008 summarizes the research

activities of MANA Principal Investigators, MANA Independent Scientists and ICYS-MANA

Researchers for the time from the Inauguration of MANA in October 2007 until December

2008. A MANA Principal Investigator is an internationally known world-top class scientist,

who takes the main role to achieve the MANA research targets and serves as a mentor for

younger scientists. A MANA Independent Scientist is a younger researcher at NIMS, who

works full-time for MANA and can perform his own research independently. ICYS-MANA

Researcher is a position for postdoctoral fellows selected from all over the world by open

recruitment. ICYS-MANA Researchers perform their own research independently by

receiving advice from Mentors and MANA Principal Investigators. Information about the

MANA research achievements (e.g., list of publications, list of patents) is given in the MANA

Progress Report 2008.

We look forward to your continued understanding and support of MANA activities.
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